
MINUTES 
McLEAN COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
REGULAR MEETING – MAY 12, 2010 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Steadman, Emm, Kerber, Moss, Pilcher, Powell, Tello, and Turley 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Howe, Beavers, Coverston Anderson, Dreyer, Hendershott, and 

Voss 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Steadman called the Board of Health meeting to order at 5:31, with 
no corrections to the agenda.  
 
PUBLIC PRESENT:  None 
 
MINUTES:   Steadman requested approval for the minutes of April 14, 2010. 
 

Emm/Pilcher moved and seconded the approval for the minutes of April 14, 2010. 
Motion carried.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA – March 2010 
    1. Bills to be Paid 
        Health Department 112-61  $282,153.49 
        Dental Sealant  102-61      28,761.52 
        WIC   103-61      30,426.36 
        Prevent Hlth Prgm 105-61      12,972.97 
        Family Case Mngmt 106-61      68,306.50 
        AIDS/CD  107-61      25,877.76                
 

Moss/Powell moved and seconded the approval for the Consent Agenda as printed. 
Motion carried.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Howe gave the Scott Commission report; as stated at last month’s 
meeting, prescription costs are down from last year; average cost per prescription down by 
nearly $18, total cost for program is $1500 less than 2009.This is mostly due to programmatic 
changes that require clients to purchase $4 prescriptions if they are available at several retail 
pharmacies in the community. Additional cost saving measures is being put in place for next 
fiscal year including changes in 3

rd
 party administration of prescription formulary. 

 
5:33 p.m. Tello and Turley arrived. 
 

Howe gave an update on the Public Aid Vision Referral Program 
from 5/1/2009 thru 3/31/2010: 1016 referrals made for 1379 children and adults; 1035 
individuals had frame selection appointments at the Township Center; 863 pairs of glasses 
were dispensed at the Township Center. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  Howe explained the changes to the HIV Prevention 
reimbursements through IPHA. Howe reported that the Department received a 47% reduction 
in funding for the current fiscal year. IPHA has been working to increase funding utilized State 
GRF funds. Howe also stated that the 1

st
 6 months was Federal funding and the 2

nd
 6 months 



is State funding. The Department was notified that funding has been annualized at the 47% 
reduced level. This scenario will most likely result in delayed cash flow in the second half of 
the grant fiscal year.    
   
    Howe noted that recent reports have explained the County financial 
problems associated with the General Fund; included in the packet, as Attachment C, was a 
proposal which includes eliminating 24 positions by June 1

st
. Of these positions, 8 are 

currently filled with the remaining positions unfilled vacancies. The proposal will go to Finance 
Committee and the full County Board for approval later in the month.  
  
    Howe discussed the Certificate of Appreciation given to the Board 
of Health in recognition of valuable contributions to McLean County’s 2009 H1N1 Pandemic 
Response. Howe explained that several agencies received similar certificates during the 
presentation on April 1, 2010. The Certificate will be hung on the west wall of the Board room.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Howe explained the new educational program designed to teach 
women a more effective and complete breast self exam which will be provided through the 
Health Promotion program. Health Department Health Promotion Specialist, Teri Payne, is a 
certified MammaCare® Breast Self-Examination instructor and is available to teach McLean 
County women this life-saving skill. 
 
    Howe stated that both Cathy Dreyer and he had worked on a plan 
for the FY11 and FY12 Mental Health funding. Provided in the packet was an overview with 2 
options for the Board to consider before approval in June. Howe explained the options which 
involved a 2% increase for both GFY11 and GFY12 for option 1 and a 2% increase in GFY11 
and 1% in GFY12 for option 2. Tello inquired about the outreach program offered by CHS. 
Howe explained that program was a partnership between CHS and ODC. After the closure of 
ODC, that particular program was discontinued at CHS. Howe also reported that he had been 
contacted by Tom Barr, director of CHS, informing the Department that due to state funding 
reductions, MI services will be provided only to those clients who are Medicaid eligible or risk-
of-harm to self or others.   
    Howe reported that both options result in net tax rate reductions 
while continuing to maintain supplemental services at both marcfirst and UCP. A question 
asked was about the services offered by LIFE-CIL. Tello stated that LIFE-CIL helps clients find 
apartments and works with landlords. Kerber added that clients historically have had sensory 
problems such as a visual impairment, that LIFE-CIL provided adaptive support services to 
address.  
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Howe spoke about the Health & Wellness Night being planned at 
the Normal CornBelters game on July 10

th
. Tickets are being sold for $11.00 each with $3.00 

of each ticket going to support the local IPLAN. More information will be provided as details 
become available.  
    Howe distributed the latest copies of the Food Talk Newsletter.  
 
STAFF REPORTS:        Coverston Anderson brought a photo album to show the Board all 
of the updates and new items at the animal control center.  She discussed the events at the 
recent Animal Control Open House, held on Thursday, May 6

th
, held for McLean County 

veterinarians.   Dr. Pearl, County Veterinarian, discussed changes in the program and 
reviewed how the staff and veterinarians could assist each other in rabies control and 
prevention.  Animal Control Director, Marshell Thomson, introduced the new spay/neuter 
program as well as efforts to enhance the adoption program. 
 



    Coverston Anderson updated the Board on H1N1 vaccination 
numbers. There were over 52,000 H1N1 vaccinations given by the Health Department and 
area physicians, clinics, pharmacies, and other providers, between October 2009 and April 
2010. This represents a total of 31% of McLean County residents.  Vaccinations continue to 
be offered. 
 
        Coverston Anderson reported that during the last 15 days 
numerous site visits have happened. The immunization program completed a successful site 
visit on April 27

th
 from IDPH. Positive feedback was received. A CDC audit of immunizations 

was completed May 5
th

 and also was successful, with the new refrigerators being a major hit. 
The HIV site visit was completed on April 20

th
 from HIV Lead Agency, Region 2 and that site 

visit was also successful. And finally, IDPH staff conducted a site visit for the home health 
program on May 10

th
. This was a first time visit for that program, unannounced, and a couple 

of recommendations for policies were made. Overall it was otherwise successful and delivery 
of our license should occur soon.  
 
    Coverston Anderson noted that the student nurse extern, Amy 
Eckert began on Tuesday, May 11

th
 for the summer and another intern began working in the 

CD program, Tanya Riddle. She started May 10
th

 and will work fulltime this summer. Another 
intern is beginning in June, sharing her 20-hours/week between the animal control program 
and emergency preparedness.     
 
    In the absence of Nolen, Laura Beavers, FCM Coordinator, gave 
the report for the Maternal/Child Health programs. She noted that in the AOK program, twenty-
five parents of two-year-olds enrolled in Early Intervention attended Transition Night, designed 
to ease concerns about moving their children on to school services when they turn three; 
fourteen parents participated in the most recent Parent Café, held on 3/22; and seven parents 
attended Parent Leadership Training with four successfully graduating.  
 

Beavers also noted that Maureen Sollars, AOK Coordinator, 
recently participated in the Pepper Ridge Elementary School Community Resource Fair, 
attended by 100 families and the Child Abuse Prevention Coalition Mini-Parade attended by 
125 young children, child care centers, parents, plus several community members.  Dan Brady 
was the parade leader.   

Beavers reported that in the Healthworks program there has been 
a marked increase in the number of children placed in care in the past 2 months: 32 came into 
care in March and 30 in April, with 16 so far in May. The current caseload for wards over 6 
years is 182 compared to the usual caseload of 130. Staff is awaiting the results of the State 
On-site Quality Review visit completed on 5/5. The consultants’ comments were favorable, 
especially in light of the recent caseload surge. 
 
    Beavers stated that in the WIC program in April the preliminary 
caseload count was 2800, 96% of our 2922 assigned cases. The breastfeeding initiation rate 
for April was 69% (goal is 72%) while the 6 month breastfeeding duration rate was at 21% 
(goal is 30%). WIC staff members are planning breastfeeding promotion activities to improve 
participation rates.      

Beavers reported on the WIC/FCM integration initiative. March 1
st
 

staff began the new scheduling plan for enrolling pregnant women in FCM and certifying them 
in WIC and offering appointment slots for these clients each day. Coincidently, the department 
has experienced a surge in applications from pregnant clients and an improvement in no-show 
rates. Clinic space utilization has improved with fewer clients in clinic for MCH services per day 
but more clinic days per month. Staff continues to work on integrating WIC and FCM staff 



duties to better serve all WIC clients.  
 

    Beavers indicated that the Family Case Management APORS On-
site Quality Review was completed on May 5

th
 with compliments on the progress made since 

the audit done last May. On May 4
th

 the department hosted a state TPS training session on 
connecting with males that included a panel of local teen fathers. The medical case 
management of DCFS wards aged 0-5 years achieved 96% for required well child visits and 
92% for required immunizations. These are the highest scores for these goals in the past two 
years or more. FCM hosted BSW student volunteers who conducted a Perinatal Depression 
Group. Positive reports were received from partnering agencies and group participants. 
    Cathy Coverston-Anderson quickly added the successful March of 
Dimes walk where MCH staff, under the leadership of Martha Eckert, WIC OSS, raised over 
$1,000.00 for the March of Dimes.  
 
    John Hendershott, Environmental Health Program Supervisor, 
reported in the absence of Anderson that an intern has been hired to begin the West Nile virus 
season on May 17

th
. Staff will begin collecting up to five birds for submission to IDPH lab as 

well as collecting mosquitoes for testing. 
  
    Hendershott reported that the department had received a complaint 
about septic sludge being put on land in McLean County. Hendershott explained that that 
there are three septic pumpers that land apply septic tank sludge. Two of the individuals are 
located in Dawson Township and they both incorporate the sludge into the ground after land 
application. The third pumper uses lime stabilization to omit the pathogens and vector disease 
control requirements and applies on land near Heyworth.                                           
 
BOARD ISSUES: None 
 
ADJOURN: Moss moved and the Board of Health meeting was adjourned at 6:11p.m. 
                                                                            


